'We needed to think of ourselves a little bit differently'.
In Chicago's uber-competitive healthcare landscape, academic medical centers have been forging new alliances at a staggering rate, especially as they eye growth in the surrounding suburbs. In March, Rush University Medical Center, situated in Chicago's predominately low-income near West Side, and suburban Rush-Copley Medical Center formalized a 30-year affiliation by joining together under a new banner: Rush. Michael Dandorph, president of Rush University Medical Center, will take the helm as president of the newly formed system. He recently spoke with Modern Healthcare reporter Maria Castellucci about Rush's expansion plans, efforts to improve care coordination and its role in addressing population health issues. The following is an edited transcript.